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Abstract

Yoshisada’s Route for Attacking Kamakura

Akira SADAKATA

Nitta Yoshisada put an end to the Kamakura Shogunate in 1333. According to
the chronicle Taiheiki, he started from the Ikushina shrine in the Gummma-prefec-
ture. It is generally supposed that he marched directly southward, because that is the
shortest way to Kamakura.

In fact there are several local traditions in the areas to the southward of the
Ikushina shrine. One tradition says that Yoshisada crossed the Tone-River at such
and such a place and that there still exists a pine-tree to which Yoshisada attached
the rope of his boat. Another tradition says that Yoshisada climbed a pine-tree to
watch the camp of his enemy and that the pine-tree still exists.

Recently, however, a new theory appeared according to which Yoshisada
marched westward at first from the Ikushina shrine 'and, arriving at Yawata (near
Takasaki city), he joined with allied armies and then marched southward.

When we accept this theory, we can solve some important riddles and get a better
understanding of the political situations of the epoch. This article has the aim of
making known this theory.
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