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The regulation of broadcast media and its effect in Britain:
the political attack of the Thatcher government on the BBC

Iizuka, Koichi

Abstract

The broadcast media have generally been regarded to have the great
influence on the enormous audience. Accordingly politicians would like to
regulate them and create the political climate convenient for themselves.

As a matter of fact you could find a lot of examples of political pressure on
the broadcast media when you would examine the history of broadcasting. The
typical one is the censorship, but politicians have found the indirect way of
control of journalistic activity of broadcast media.

The structure of the British broadcasting has consisted of both the British
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) which has been financed by the licence fee,
and the Independent Television which has been constituted by the various
companies financed by the advertising. Politicians have often applied pressure
on the BBC by taking some programmes off the air, criticising the BBC in the
parliament speech, appointing governors who is critical of what the BBC does
and so on.

I think that the ways of control over the BBC have been developed mainly -
during the Thatcher era. In this essay I would like to consider the arrangement
of the government control over the BBC, the transformation of the way of
control under the Thatcher government and its effect on the management of the
BBC in 1990s.
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