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A Survey of Nix Women in the Sumo Ring (III)

——— The Case of Sumo Spectators’ Voices ——
by

Emiri YAMAMOTO, Yoshihiro OINUMA and Satoru RYOKAI

Abstract

The purpose of this paper is to look at the opinions of “Nix Women” and traditional Sumo
patterns from viewpoint of the spectators. One of the problems of the Grand Sumo Tournament
is “Nix Woman” recently. The Grand Sumo Tournament has begun since around 1751. Though
women could not see the bout and went up the Sumo ring firstly, they were gradually able to
watch the Sumo game from 1872. Today is 130 years since people could watch the Sumo match
without regard to sex. Yet, nobody surveyed “Nix Women” and traditional Sumo rules.
Therefore, the survey carried out questionnaires for the spectator who saw the Sumo four
times: March, May, July, and November in 2004. As results, it was clear for the spectators at
Sumo to agree with “Nix Women.” Furthermore, they thought that women should not come to
the ring when the ceremonies hold.

On the other hand, the spectators at the Sumo bother very expensive prices of tickets. They
hope to be more reasonable tickets’ price than the present. Also, they expect to restore the
system of the day-off with pay (‘Kousyo-Seido”). However, in the case of the chopping motions
with the hand (‘Tegatana”), they never mind the wrestlers use which hands receive the prize
money. Besides, they are favorable to increase the foreign wrestlers because they think the
Sumo as one of sports.
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