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Abstract

The Japan sumo association has been maintained the ban on women entering the tradition-
ally men-only sumo ring, from Edo period. At issue is whether Fusae Ota, the prefectural
governor of Osaka, and other women should be allowed into the dohyo, the elevated sumo ring,
for ceremonies such as awarding the Osaka Governor’s Prize at the Spring Grand Sumo
Tournament in Osaka. Ota has requested the honor since winning her first term in 2000 and
continues to be denied. In Edo period, the women did not allow into the tournament arena. They
could allow to see the Grand Sumo Tournament from 1872, after the Meiji Restoration. From
that to now, there was no survey to women spectators. This survey made clear the ratio of
spectators between the sexes at the Grand Sumo Tournament. It showed that 42 percent of
spectators were women. It was more than 25 persent of Japan Professional Baseball, less than

47 percent of J-league Soccer.
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