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A Turning Point in Indonesia's Counter-Terrorism Strategy: The Dissolution and

Future of Jemaah Islamiyah (JI)
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Abstract

On October 12,2002, Jemaah Islamiyah (JI) perpetrated a massive bombing in Bali, killing 202
people. While Indonesia's counter-terrorism efforts progressed, a resurgence of domestic terrorism
followed the 2014 rise of ISIS. However, JI had already tactically shifted away from attacks since
2009. On June 30, 2024, the group, long considered Indonesia's most formidable terrorist organization,
abruptly announced its dissolution through 16 imprisoned leaders.

This paper explores the true intentions behind this surprising move. It reviews JI's 30-year history,
its formation, and its remarkable resilience in surviving strict police crackdowns through strategic
shifts. By synthesizing the views of leading researchers, the paper concludes that this dissolution is a

"camouflage strategy" designed to allow JI to "continue to exist in another form."
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