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Abstract

A Journey to the Hawaiian Renaissance
Report of Global Study Tour A, School of Global Studies, Tokai University

Sayaka Uchikawa, Daisuke Onuki

As part of the Global Study Tour courses that we offer at the School of Global Studies, Tokai University,
we visited O'ahu Island in Hawai'i and spent five days (February 17-22, 2025) observing the ethnic
movement known as the "Hawaiian Renaissance." Ten students participated accompanied by two faculty
members (Onuki and Uchikawa). This trip was the second tour of a series of the courses exploring
“Indigenous Languages, Cultures, and Revival Movements,” following the previous year's “Journey to
Nibutani (Hokkaido) to Experience Ainu Culture” (January 24-27, 2024).

Before departure, we learnt the brief history of the Hawaiian Renaissance and a few words of Hawaiian
language. The Hawaiian Renaissance was a movement aimed at reclaiming the pride, culture, and language
of the Hawaiian people. One catalyst for this movement in the 1970s was the Polynesian voyaging canoe
named Hokiile‘a. Hokiile‘a is a catamaran (double-hulled canoe) that navigates without any instruments
like compasses, relying solely on natural cues such as the movements of the stars and sun, and changes in
waves and wind. This journey of ours was planned primarily to meet Hokile‘a.

During this trip, we also encountered a significant term: “Aina-Based Education.” Education that solely
focuses on the mainland defines those living in Hawai‘i as peripheral. Aina-Based Education, we felt, is
grand endeavor: intuitively sensing the energy from the Hawaiian land, inheriting the wisdom, abilities, and
community nurtured there, and then returning the knowledge back to the land and its people. Our students
seemed deeply impacted by this concept. On the third day, we visited a Hawaiian immersion school, Anuenue
School, where all subjects (except English) are taught exclusively in Hawaiian language. Then, we spent the
afternoon visiting the Kanewai taro patch at the University of Hawai‘i at Manoa. On the fourth day, we took
a long drive to visit the Polynesian Cultural Center in Laie on the North Shore, and on the fifth day, we
stayed at the Bishop Museum to reflect on our jouenry to the Hawaiian Renaissance.

Some say the “Third Hawaiian Renaissance” has begun in the 21st century, while others maintain that
Hawaiian cultural revival is an ongoing everyday event. For Professor Onuki, having lived in Hawai‘i for
three years in the 1980s, reuniting with this movement after 40 years was nothing but astonishing, filled

with remarkable change.
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