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A Note on Curriculum Study (IV)
—The fieldwork and role of researcher—

Toji TANAKA*

Abstract

This is the fourth in a series of research notes aims at broadly examining new key concepts in curriculum research. In

this current paper, I focus on “fieldwork” in curriculum studies and its meaning for researchers. In recent years, the meaning of

fieldwork has shifted from a focus on on-site field survey to an educational experience for researchers. Reflecting on my own

fieldwork-like experiences over 32 years as a researcher, and particularly the turning point when I changed my role to that of

a practical fieldworker, it made me realized that I was experiencing a role dilemma between being an outsider and an insider

in curriculum action research. The road to a solution of this dilemma is to; firstly keep a free position as outsider for deep

observation, secondly recognize the variety of fieldworks for methodological development, and lastly involve in action research

with self-control and within a limited time.
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