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The Aspects of “Reading” in the Teaching Materials of the Fourth Japanese Elementary
School Textbook
— Focusing on “Riding the Limited Express ‘Asia’” —

Koji YAMAMOTO*

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to analyze and investigate a travelogue included in the fourth series of national elementary

school reader books published during the Showa period. This travelogue had an original draft, but it was modified. There were two

key points of modification: first, the removal of events unfamiliar to Japanese children; second, the description of the protagonist’s

feelings of longing for his mother. These changes were intended to foster an empathetic understanding among Japanese children

toward the “Manchukuo” state. However, many teachers in Japan were not empathetic to the Japanese people living in the

“Manchukuo” state.
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