RGP R 12 X % RE I T

—ENC X 2 L7 7 — AX HEHEENI B0 5 528 &t 2 i ii—

57N I NI

Economic Coercion through Strategic Materials:
The Impact and Responses to China’s Rare Earth Export Restrictions on Japan

Daisuke SAKUMA

Abstract

This paper examines the use of economic coercion as a tool of economic statecraft,
focusing on Rare Earth Elements (REE). REE are indispensable to modern high-tech
industries and play a critical role in the performance of defense-related equipment for
national security. In recent years, the strategic deployment of such materials to achieve
national objectives has become increasingly prominent. However, the effectiveness of
these measures and the responses of targeted countries remain subjects for further
investigation. Additionally, the use of strategic materials like REE as instruments of
economic pressure may change interstate tensions, necessitating careful and nuanced

analysis.
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