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Britain’s “Defence Arrangements” for Belize: 1981
Enlargement of Belize Defence Force (BDF) and a Continuing Presence of
British forces in Belize

Ryuta WADA

Abstract

This article aims to examine why Britain was keen on security of independent Belize.
Britain considered a possibility of Guatemalan invasion on Belize as the largest security
menace of Belize. As a part of her “Defence Arrangements,” Britain sought American
support, because the US was an anti-communist ally of Guatemala. On the other hand,
given American serious concern about a possible Cuban influence on Belize, the US asked
Britain for a longer British military presence in Belize. Through this argument above, the
article explains that Britain recognized that the difference of security perception between

Britain and the US over Belize existed.
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