77 74 FHBEROZTFANZDS
HE RO & S8

1| i B e

Ensuring Educational Support for Ukrainian Refugees in Japan:
Lessons and Challenges

Sayaka UCHIKAWA

Abstract

Currently, approximately 5.68 million Ukrainian refugees, primarily women and
children, are staying outside the country. Japan has received about 2,000 Ukrainian
refugees, with children under 17 years old accounting for 10 to 20 percent. This article
aims to shed light on the experience of accepting Ukrainian refugees in Japan, with a
particular focus on the challenges and responses encountered in the field of education and
schooling. Ukrainian refugee children studying in Japan, for example, face: 1) double
schooling, where they attend both Japanese schools and Ukrainian online courses;
2) difficulties in learning and communicating in schools due to limited Japanese language
proficiency; 3) insufficient opportunities to learn their native language and culture; and,
4) inadequate support for transitions to further education after compulsory schooling.
Schools, local governments, related organizations and community volunteers have
provided many types of assistances; however, the lack of institutional and legal frameworks
still leads to regional disparities in the quality of those efforts. As Japanese society
anticipates an increase in the number of foreign residents in the future, the experience of
having Ukrainian refugee children in schools offers critical insights and crucial
implications that are essential for rethinking educational approaches, specifically for

children from diverse cultural and linguistic backgrounds.
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