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[Article]

The Teacher’s Assessment and Narrativity

An Analysis of Patricia Highsmith’s “Heroine”

Tomonori Inagaki

This paper examines the significance of introducing a narrative perspective into teachers’ assessment.
While the Guidelines for Student Guidance (MEXT, 2010, 2022) call for comprehensive understanding based
on the biopsychosocial (BPS) model, they place relatively little emphasis on the subjective dimension—
namely, the narratives students live through and the narrative frameworks teachers themselves inhabit
when understanding students. Drawing on a close reading of Patricia Highsmith’s “Heroine” (1970), the
analysis identifies three structural features that parallel the limitations of school-based assessment: (1) the
protagonist’s inner world rendered through first-person narration, (2) a distorted worldview shaped by the
dominant self-narrative of being a “heroine,” and (3) the simplification of the protagonist due to inadequate
interviewing and stereotypical interpretation. From the standpoint of narrative therapy, teachers can attend
to students’ dominant stories while identifying “subordinate stories” and “unique outcomes.” Integrating
narrative understanding expands assessment beyond objective classification, thereby supporting students’

self-understanding and the emergence of new possibilities for change.
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