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A Preparatory Study on the Arguments about Disarmament of the Pacifists

after the First World War

Masayuki TAKEDA
Abstract

After the First World War, many pacifists, some international lawyers, and a few politicians
considered various problems related to the armament. The purpose of this paper is to think about the
characteristics of their ideas from some articles published in “Die Friedens-Warte”. H. Wehberg, a
German international lawyer, insisted that the military enforcement measures of the League of Nations
and the radical disarmament of every member state should be carried out correlatively. On the other
hand, the radical pacifists, for example, K. Hiller and H. Stocker agreed to the radical disarmament.
They opposed all use of force including the military sanction of the League of Nations. But they did not
propose how to reduce the armament of each state thoroughly. Stocker and other pacifists realized that
the whole society would be changed radically for the victory of the total war in the near future. And so, it
is not impossible to guess as follows; they thought that in the era of total war it was not always sufficient
for peace to reduce only the armament in the narrow sense, and that the social change should be aimed

for.
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