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Colonial Education Practices at Karafuto Toyohara Secondary School

An In-Depth Analysis of Mitsugi Ueda's Educational Initiatives

Yuko IKEDA

Abstract

This paper examines the educational philosophy and strategies implemented at Karafuto Toyohara
Secondary School, with the aim of elucidating the educational practices to promote colonial expansion.
Since its establishment in 1925, this school has been positioned as a model institution for secondary
education in Karafuto, with much of its success attributed to Mitsugi Ueda’s leadership during his tenure
as principal from 1927 to 1939. Ueda established educational objectives tailored to Karafuto’s colonial
context and actively implemented corresponding educational practices. Notably, this school set itself
apart by incorporating practical labor experiences into its curriculum, an unusual feature for secondary
schools, which were traditionally perceived as elite institutions. This distinctive educational program of
Toyohara Secondary School, in conjunction with local educational movements, played a pivotal role in

shaping “colonial education” in Karafuto.
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