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Development of teaching materials to promote the creation of a sustainable society
— Fifth grade social studies: ‘Living with Forests’—

Takashi UCHIYAMA™ - Kosuke SAWADA **

Abstract

This study aims to explore the effectiveness and challenges of the ‘perspective of developing teaching materials to promote the

creation of a sustainable society.” For this purpose, The authors analyzed and discussed the development and practice of lessons for

‘Living with Forests’ of fifth grade social studies, and examined the effectiveness and challenges of the lessons.

We reached the following two findings: by focusing on the ‘perspective of developing teaching materials to promote the creation

of a sustainable society’ matrix, (1) children were able to obtain a variety of perspective on the use of local timber and to think about

the relationship between its use and their daily lives, and (2)children developed ideas about what a sustainable society should be like,

and how they should achieve the goals of the unit. As identified in the analysis of teaching materials, it is a challenge to describe and

visualize the efforts to create a sustainable society in the unit plan and the lesson plan as the children’s behavior to pursue knowledge.

Keywords : :the creation of a sustainable society, developing teaching materials, social studies
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