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The Strengthening of Russia’s Authoritarian Regime Through the 2024
Presidential Election

Hiroyuki FUJIMAKI

Abstract

Classic authoritarian states typically forgo democratic procedures, especially when there
are concerns about a regime’s legitimacy. However, it is curious as to why the Putin
administration, which appears to have overwhelming positive approval ratings and a solid
support base, is so insistent on embracing competitive democratic procedures?

In this paper, I will discuss how the regime’s legitimacy was maintained through
competitive and democratic procedures in the 2024 Russian presidential election, based on
research on electoral authoritarianism. To this end, I will provide an overview of why
Russia, a modern authoritarian state, has aimed to exist as a “super-presidential system”
that does not rely on party politics while nonetheless maintaining competitive and

democratic procedures.
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