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Abstract

Drafting of second-class national service soldiers during the Asia-Pacific War
: The relationship with “uprooting” mobilization

YAMAMOTO Kazushige

In the fall of 1943, the mobilized troops of the Imperial Japanese Armed Forces during the Asia-
Pacific War exceeded the anticipated upper limit; as a result, the conscription of pupils and
students who had been previously exempted (1943), implementation of a conscription system on
the Korean Peninsula (1944) and in Taiwan (1945), recruitment of enlistees in the navy, and other
efforts were carried out. Normally, this expansion of conscription would have indicated an
“uprooting” mobilization. However, there is almost no detailed research on the drafting of second-
class national service soldiers that began in 1941. This paper identifies not only the position in the
drafting regulations of second-class national service soldiers under the 1927 Military Service Law
but also the background to their drafting, measures taken to prepare for their drafting, actual
circumstances surrounding their drafting, and reasons for the expansion of the draft.

The Military Service Law contains the conditions for the drafting of national service soldiers
during wartime. However, the national service soldiers who were subjected to the draft were first-
class and not second-class national service soldiers. Conversely, second-class national service
soldiers were those who were determined to be unfit for active duty as a result of the conscription
examination and who were not even enlisted. However, with the prolongation of the Sino-
Japanese War of 1937, the rate at which active duty soldiers were drafted increased, and the
physical standards for conscription were relaxed. This in turn led to concern among the public
that the draft burden was unfair, which resulted in the emergence of the idea that the conscription
of second-class national service soldiers prior to the Sino-Japanese War should be reexamined.
The army revised the Conscription Ordinance in November 1941, in response to demands that it
made the draft burden fairer; this allowed the drafting of second-class national service soldiers
similar to that of reservists and replacement troops.

According to the diary of a mobilized soldier from one village, the draft of second-class national
service soldiers started in 1943, and by 1945, second-class national service soldiers comprised
half of all draftees. Of particular note is the fact that they were drafted into the navy. In contrast to
the navy, which desired a young force made possible by the lowering of the conscription age, the

army demanded replacements with older second-class national service soldiers as an alternative.
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