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Abstract

Examining the Relationship Between Sue Sumii and the Editor of
The River With No Bridge Based on New Documents: Postcards from Hideo Sano

ADACHIBARA Tatsuharu

The River With No Bridge is one of Sue Sumii’s masterpieces. It is an epic novel set in the Meiji
period (1868-1912) that depicts the lives of the discriminated-against Buraku people. It became a
bestseller, and the paperback edition is still available.

This work is clearly anti-discrimination and anti-emperor. Many people see the protagonist as
Sumii’s alter ego, which reflects her strong personality. Although this view is valid, the work is
also a product that was published, sold, and offered to readers. Its formation process was not
based solely on the author’s thoughts and judgments.

This paper reconsiders the work from the viewpoint of its relationship with contemporaneous
readers. The paper begins by examining the work’s origins, with reference to its relationship with
its editor, who can be considered the first reader of The River With No Bridge. Specifically, we will
examine two postcards addressed to the author from Hideo Sano, who was employed by the

book’s publisher, Shinchosha, and was in charge of Sumii.
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