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Trends and Future Prospects Regarding Factors Contributing to Japan's Declining
Fertility and Regional Disparities
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[Abstract] In Japan, the main reasons for the declining birthrate are the declining population of women in the age
bracket of mothers, the declining marriage rate, and the decreasing number of children a woman will have in her lifetime.
In addition, the declining birthrate is more serious in rural areas than in metropolitan areas, and the disparity between the
two is likely to widen in the future. The functions of society and industries affected by the declining birthrate are diverse,

and local governments and other regional entities must prepare for the full-fledged decline in birthrates that is expected to

occur in the future.
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