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The Weaponization of Internet Memes

Naoki KUROISHI

Abstract

In the age of social media, internet memes have proliferated worldwide, adapting to
diverse cultures. Recently, they have transcended their role as mere sources of
entertainment, being used for political purposes, such as election campaigns, warfare, and
grassroots movements. This article outlines the definition and features of internet memes
before exploring their applications in political events. This article aims to examine how
internet memes have adjusted to the Japanese political arena and what are their potential
risks to its democracy. To our knowledge, this is one of the earliest studies on political

memes in Japan.
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Mz 1 Twitter (BX) B INELOI—4

North Atlantic Fella Organization & =+ [N Defense of Ukraine &

@Official_NAFO R @ Defencel)
NAFO is pleased to welcome @BWallaceMP to the pack, as you can see We usually express gratitude to our international partners for the security
he’s ready to defend Kyiv with @oleksiireznikov assistance. But today we want to give a shout-out to a unique entity -
A HERER North Atlantic Fellas Organization #MNAFO.

D, Thanks for your fierce fight against kremlin's propaganda &utrolls.
W We salute you, fellas!
—~— "
St

RAEER

Hi# /2 0 NAFO (2022) 45 : Defence of Ukraine (2022)
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ZITAHRRNE, V=YY NVATA TOEREREEDETNI -2 BRI I 2= —
G YOBEPOEEL. HRBUAGNORBRERG T 2. V=Y v VAT 1 7T OFHH M
FPTRWLTBY ., HRBGBREMET 2 LEERE T o Tnd, TR EY -V Y
VAT 4T OH M=% =%, Facebook % Instagram % i 3 % Meta £L339.66% A
(234 9 H). TikTok %510f& A (F4E11H). X (IH Twitter) 2354 A (F4E7 H) %%
Z5%E, Wiz BEANOKELEENEHL TV b,
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T, ARBOF—WMETHD [I—4] TOWTHIKIIBRS, I—24Lid, EWFEH
Richard Dawkins 251976412 [The Selfish Gene (FIC 7% 8 {5T)] THWO THW -84
THY., B, 7477, FrvF7L—X, RO, B L, BEEZLd
SRS 5 AL O HAL 2 $53 (Shifman 2014:2-8)c Z D%, £ ¥ % — 4 v b OKRIZ &
D, [I—2] OBREVIIZAL L7z BTEIZA Yy P ECHRIE NP OIHMENS Y 3
— X u 7T 4 B L, ERoOMAENRH I T I — 24 (memes/ internet
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memes) | EIFEND L HIChotce I—2DF—FRX=2L LTHELLEY A b [Know
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CEUGHETEHT 2, BUE, MBLTW5 I — 213, XFEMAGDOELEET, Bl
WBTWE 2 ES .

Shifman (2014:14) M OEFEL LI —20681E LT, BEOWKRT PSY OBhE [{LH
27 AN (KFE3 - ) 2T Tn5b, 20124F 128l #4594 b YouTube TR v ML
2ZOBEE, Ay FLI—HF—IlLoT[Iv - BAZ— - AFA V] [TTFTT - A%
ANV] ERA BT L v Y &R, YouTube, Facebook. Twitter (3 X) 7 L4 72
7Ty b7 A=A ENT, 32 —T v 7 ETAMEM, R, ) I v 7 AT,
MLEAZ AN - I—4] BEINZDOTH %,

I—Ad HIAL Y2 7 SN AROEERE W 2 HIRL v, I —A ki3, Eo
T EfMioT, Z—F—=DHWIIBH LG TEENLHEGEHOTRIIHLE X LG
9 (Shifman 2014:7-8), Sz X, I —2 & iE, =W —=2EHUUT L & TN

X2 [Distracted Boyfriend (& #R%Z$ 2K | o3I —24

Socialism

Hid#t  Know Your Meme (2023a)
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Hidl 72 - officialpsy (2012, 4:09) « 45 : CollegeHumor (2021, 2:45)
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WCABNZZY, FHEEEDY, FHENAZ) L2 L2 BRI NE v, 20720, 1
B ELTEENI -2, BOWTHN, RROFERBLTBY ., Kk
DERERZZRETDLFVPPND RN D b =W =2 74 v FOMELRIZE>Ta >
Ty RAETA A v =4y MEAOXLIX [ 7Y 5 vefb] (Wiggins and
Bowers 2015:1891) &, T2 CTHEINZT VT Y OMBIBINI -2 %D TH b,

SN 7 Vv ibid. % ZE T Jirgen Habermas 25W 2 7 [/A3LFE | o#E &2l
Twd, AkE LR, TRAEFOLRATHRBEOMLEELE I MW 22H2ET
(Habermas 1989) . ZA3LEA NI RELOXF 2 EHT 5 —H, S Y & vefbid+ ~
FA4 v EoWROSM%E#H L w5 (Huntington 2017:19)c Z® 728, Milner (2013)
EI =2 Lo TEMAR VGO EI N, AV I Y EOFHEEPITT DA DH S
& I-LORFEHPIL TS,

—H T BIMRTF V7 VLD B HTIiE. A% HEEFIL T 2R e 2 B S A39F &
Boicshed v, £ 7 =4y MIEXRTRENTES ) 2. BEEIHEROE L% GE
WS 5 EEA W5 THh b, Nakamura (2014) 13, I — A IZ8HT 2B AITHFHKICHE
BENM08HY ., ZO4 A=V EINDL LT, NN FAEET 2BN0DH
LERHL TS, BRNTHA ) Lahnb) b, I—LNIFEMEH BEHR WL LA
VAL EOREREREIIT A TEIC R o TWBEDTH S, Apter 13 [ I — 2 D&k
Wi TA—T 7247 BTk, Ty [AEE] CEROX)ICHLAATYS
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FELZVOWER, 27 28RT 57201013, BRRAPLETH 555, I — A0
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TET VEFMD &) RS2 #OPEZLMIITIIR o TV, 20729, 3
— D\ZIAD bR IR & AR T & B EEE, AME, BER LR OB R & RO A
RO BREITRBEN TS Milner 2013), F72. 2 —ET7 2 HFTEX L ANEH
fE L2 WAE B 2 & TREDERBOMMBERRLTA 774 74 23k T %, Thid
MMEBIAS R % 2B Z PRS2 2 E10 %A, I3 2 =T 4 O 2D SR D %,

I ADREWICG R B RBIBRAATH 505, I =234 Y IA4 Y EORKD 2 H
ST L, RN REHEZIABTLFEHNDICED ) B, I -2 EREFEFRE OBR
EARbL, I—NiIkA RGO I A= —va v EREL, VT Y O EE
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EZ)THVAZRGITEE L WHEEDD %o

58 HUHER A7 SV [ B 2 i



(L] $264 =2y b - 3I—21
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RIZBY 7 T4 F %2R [BRROI—L] OXHIT A T4 Y OMGmHE 2T 5700
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DIER 2GR v =T 2 HHMAL SR, BHIIX T4 T THRSEL I LN TE 5,

QFRE2T=ANF ¥ —RL—ET L EEZTATVS 2D, ARIGHEwZRTVH RN

WO RIMEMRT Z LATE 5,

I—AIZOWT, KERRE & B &S0 EEE B X [a powerful tool of cultural
influence, capable of reinforcing or even changing values and behavior (fiffifi=47E) % ik
O, FLRBERLIESRTRL, LW E DI %Y — )] (DiResta et al.
2019:50) EAEMITTWE, BGAI — 2 DB Z LT TATW L,

(1) I—LEBUAFx Y N—2

BUAF v Y R=VIZBIT S I —2ITEHPE L 201, 16487 2 ) A RR#EESETDH
%o PHEEOGEMAED I —2HKIATL, KT ¥ ¥ bR Z ML DRERE L, &b 3
—2fbEN72#% (the mostmemed election in U.S. history) | £ &F L7z (Dewey 2016) o
RCEEA T EED, BIEWRAHEN X v £ —Y 03I =213, MRRBEGRN RSN %
FHHTH720IELTBY ., BURICHUEZ > 2HTRADT7 70 —=F I LD TH %,

HTHHEB LI -2 [HZVORR] (KFE4 - ) THHIHo [N~ IF05FEITK
PVHFE [R—A X - 777 THEIN:, BREEEHOF YT 75 —Thb, LaLl,
I54EZ A2 5K A v MERI [Reddit] % [4chan]| % ETRETFRE S DPHFATI — 4
ELTHis722 8T NEENNTRLY Y 1M 4R Y RV E LTRSS UGz, 16
T AN A REHEE B A FF VR - T 2 TR (4R 2% Twitter (31 X)
WCHEABL7ZzRRO I =24 (MFE4 - H) 2BRLAZZEICE), Az vox~id [H
NG YT DY YRNVE LTHRERE o T,

BB, NT Y THEEIRED D TSN RETHEEZCSML, V—Y v
A5 4 7 @ Reddit 4chan (2D H TV D I — ADFERE NIz RRO I — L2 AT
58T, WD T TR ROV RO L I EHNTE, fIEBIABIZANE D RS
CEWTEDLDTHD, NDI—LEFAANF Y aF ) XLRF NI FHRDOII 22T
1 L OBE AR S N, RKREERP O 9 A, HBFEHPIERBEIC L 5T [~ +
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DY RV EiEEENT (Mele 2016)

29 L7z — 2 OBGARHIZSEIRICBR S 97, RS THRIN TS, BUARITEW
FHBLOBRPIZLEND), I—2E2flioTRHREDEIZY 7 I VERELIDTH D, —
Hy SOBURNIST + = YV ADRED L H I —F—ICHAMA S, RSN L0 2 BRR
RKEHEPI Y Pa—V§5Z L3HLV. BUAWEROEIZG 2 2 HOAENTH 5,

(2) I—LEWFEES

I LARBUARZT TR, HOROBIAZIE b # T Tw b, #l 21X, Mina
(2014) 1% #BlackLivesMatter (75 v 27 - 94 7 X - <% —, L'F BLM) #E#HIZBIT5
(2T 58] (MFES - £) ZBUAI — 206 FTW5E, 203 — 431248, K
7)) FINTRANDEFNANEE ISR SN, PUERT 2 KRR, Ha0. BURvRs R
DFEIJELE LTHASN TV [BE2BITLEME] 2V —Y Xy VAT 72z T7LzZ eI
Wiz 53 % (Mina2014). 204E5 H. RIAVIMNTAABEORNTEAREDY 2 —
Veuf FRACLAEES, BEENOBFEFIEY -V v VAT TIZBZRE BT
ez o 27 Lice 2oy, MFEOFEORFALERTE T, HEHGHZ B 72012
HELZWAED Y YRV E %), #Umbrellamovement (FAZEE)) DNy ¥ 2% 7SR
QUtl L7zo LARE, WifE (FES5 - f) BPERERO > RV E 2D, Pl 34z v
THHDOEE 2R L7z BLM #E) R WALEE) O FRIZZIZII DD 5, I — A HHakn
BAD BNz A v =V EHMAL L2 & T, BOALCIERSN, LhELn—W—
DIEEN BT A L ZWHRICL72EADBND,
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RE5 PHEEHOY YRV ER 5723 — 24, /£ BLM., 47 : HEHALED)

Higi /£ : Reader’s Digest (2021). 45 : Areddy (2014)

DL BRBIEI -2, BRI TESR LA AT —F U, EREEDO 7T/
CEHEEIWENIIER LD, A VY =%y POEXRI—F—IZLoTEEN, BTV IV
TALDOHR T, WHE ML A5 R AT v FTHEKESN, L THWEL5TH S,

(3) I—LtES

B — o, BAFICBT L2708y SOFRELTHOAAING,

POTT AV EE R R o B, §IfFES T i EE, L@ 2% L2
JC MERE s TR DY) —T Ly PEETLTEL, ThHEY =7y b
BL—FF A% b0, HHRESGRZHH0. BHMiz5 255 D%ELHLETIES AN,
AREWC [EZEH] 72572 (Schmulowitz and Luckmann 1945: 428) .

Nieubuurt (2021) &, BiAI =213 =7 L v b - 70235 v ¥ OiRFO#ELDO—>
THY, HEBEORIBE LTHRERNZLELTVD, I — 2% ffio 2 HHEIE, [3— 28
(memetic warfare/meme wars) ] & dIFIEN, Giesea l¥ I — 2%, 7uXF 5o [F7
TEW AL T AT LALEMT S (2016:69)0 I — AT Y TUVTHALLR TV
v HENZA Yy L= VD2 TOLHIIHEL, HEDFFT4 722> bu—Vd2
ZDIZHEMEN O TH D, I— LT flio KT I 2 =7 — ¥ 3 i3, Zli 2T
HY. WAFHMCTERATLILED, HLVITHEFEORIENITII 2 =7 —2 3 v EHAS
bEINA Ty FITERTAZEHTE S,

TURNH PRSP ENLEDIFREFTHY, B T7OT 7 T4 FRIUIBVTD
BIGLTlE o B2 kS 2 72O IIEENAD S OERVBLIETH ), FFIZY 7 714 F
T RS2 LD IS E DBAE S 2 W RRIED D B0 KT Ny F ¥ 7 AWFFEITIZ224E 2 F
OOy TREME? 5K LEMOY 7 4 FHEO I -2 2 - /L. 72754 F

No.14 (2023/2024) 61



AT

WHROFERIEI—072572] LM L7z (Kreps et al. 2023), ZDWfFEICL DL, 77T
AFOI =21k, QY[ HREMERIZIEA L2 d 0 Tid %k IFARITES iz Rek
Mo bbOD, QUER KL A L L FRHEATH AN fHibi g 2 & THEFIY L
AEIIEL, @F T 2 ENAO RO ILF 4 50 THIEIIH S T 2 AL 72,
L3hs,

FWFZEIriE s 7 94 FMa TR L7 ADNLABHDO I — 220 O0EITFTnD, F
FLARYY - RKTDOI—24 (WFE6 - K) & U7 I FPHEHANVY Y 2ERT D8
BORENHIER SN, SOI—21F, OV THEAVY Y EEHELTWS Z L ERT
Ayt —Y [ANY, kiElZa ¥ T | [Kherson, forever Russiall | %, FHEmi)i&imo
A5 A MNBBEICT A ZN->TWE, SOI—2RZ T2 54 FBANVY Y2 ERT D
REMICIE RS IR E T 2 2 & EBOY 7 54 F ok e HE) L Tl shizo
Thbo WIZ, O Y7 BIHERRO BT X 2 7 0L S 7224 4 HickRishizu s 7
DT —=F Y KHED I =24 (KFE6 - F) THb, 2HOHBEBROWNER T 2 TR
N7z9 2 WRISRAZZERII IO T —F Y RREEHC 2L THRFREZ L LTO) —
F—y TEMRLTVEEALND, TNHDI—2ARZEFIIBIT LY 7 54 FO5GE
RO, UYTHILHETHL I ERENIMNITE— VT 5T EIZFHS LT 5 & FBIZERT

BE6 T2 I7A4FOWMFHEDI -1, £ ARYY - K7, A 7—F YKl

.Kherson, forever Russia!™

Hi X 312 Kreps et al. (2023)
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[REML] $2H4 v —Fy b 3I—
EoHLTwnb,

FLODHE, V=YXV ATATHEERLZBRTIE, I —2%flio Mg a I 2=
r—va YPEEHSNGEDTVS, BEI —2RHICA vyt =V EERZT TR &
v PL—H—[{LOREZHE LT, HAEHOY PR VERo72), 332=2FT 41D
W AL, W E RS A W REMEA D B I — A OB A v — VIR T TG v
FELTHHERLTBY, WIFEDON—F - N7 LHAGEDLETHHAINDEZ LD 5,

4. HROBIEI — &

I—-2FHARTHRADOHENAMETH L OO, HAD AR v b EIZIE I — 2 505HA < i
WBLTWVWD, SCTEHHAROFELT [TRIYAZ - I—4] #]Y BT 5,
[TXRIAZ 3 aar o 4V AOFRAR, 25 ZEH (4K 23R E %R
L7zY A7 OO E LTS L7ze 202044 H 1 HOREER, =2 —AMBKEO T —
Wifg (MFE7. A£L) 2%y b2—F = Twitter (BLX) IZH#FT 2 &, 1HRHT
Wl I 2R 9RO, KKTFETF L ERO FOX =2 —A (Fedschun 2020) #37 X
IRAZDI—=LIZDOWTHRLE S R EBSHIZT X X A7 OARNIIA S BRAIS 7z,
TNRIIAZ « I—2F, Wb Ya—7WBICARZLD, A< y=T7E3N72b Dl
TREEM (S R~ 27 BATBORICHHE 2 b — 22 % v, FlRid, HET7TZvwThd
I-20T7T—=3HHETE DI DL L [~ A 7 28~ [—H3 I "o

B®E7 TXIIAZ - I—10Df]

R wEmErHEHIC every

S{H#(CH5 V2D 21 B

B2 i iEhESh

iﬂ%luﬂi?’lﬂﬂkﬁﬂi’\

Wit EMo/E45 : Fedschun (2020). F @ ¥ A > T ¥ v vl | #kHl | & 9 72 ALE (2020)
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RA7 | OXBEIFRENT WD, il & D Roland Barthes 13, &9 L7 XEEHRYE
(anchorage) &IFR (1977). R L1, MELGEORLBLOLH T, AFIED L)
BHRETHERERURELONEED L EELIT . RRIAEHRLMRITEL0HI —
ATHDEN. TORFIZL 5T A7 RABORIIKN T 5 R72 L ATV HFETE 50
Thbo I—20HIE. BUAICBLEF 22— —I12d < A 7 BURIZx L CHEHmY
AR L 72,

M7 (b)) o¥fki®o Twiter (BLX) OHCHAXIE [FHO=2—-29 15 %
DM CHEL TV EF ] (4rFH#HR 20200 LHV, 7+ T —l@FBUAL YV IV 5 —F1
YA PEHWIZLTWS EEZXLNLH, HHE iz I — 2 I3E MR BORILY % EBGh
Ay =V FATH, SRz, I—20BRNE2LHZETBIEA v =N
EVEVBIZRWeDTH S, HGEOBNRBURNA Y ¥ A LIEREL, TRXITA
7 I=0F MOZ—F—ICL o THARI—2ICT LY VENLRDBLIEL. TS
Y5 VAb] OIS SEE, EHRERICHT 2 RiiAEA > Tz Z L34 <
DORIGZED O~ LRIBEEN D,

FHLZWOIZ, BRI —22R LT 2 OB E Th 5. Davis (2016) 12X
bl ek, HROS A X T 4 7 OBGRARNZHCRIZHART S A WV FRBEARS > 720 Bl
ZE WKRDE Ta A FiO X )12, #MLKB CBRRREZ 2505 S L ITRT 2
ZEIBOTHR V. L LEXAEOE VA Y7 =3y NTEENBURI — 213 %5
TCEHANO AR & LM TE 2 L9 AR £BEZHEICLTW5,

CHEWRIZLTWADIE, I—2D1—ET72LHEETEL, L ZBUARR BN
HHTAIRRGZANRETH->TH, BBV F U RLEALEINEHNS TH D, Milner
(2013) I2&B &, Z—FF AL I—2E, N PAE=FLOKFBDEICL Wizw,
AITT A4 THANBETH-oTHOI -2 OZITANONEZ L DL, ZOMRKE, I—21F
[R#L] L72E#e 520 TH %,

COEHT, BUAI — 232 —EFAGEBEZHMLET, TIVINRATAT « —F—D
R SFERIICA D AR, FFEDBUE A v & — Y %faz T\, Kuroishi (2022) i,
RFAENKET (L) ERMLI—LAZLNEDTI5AR—F Ay =Y TRAIY a—
AR THRAL TV AZEZHRALTWSE, Z0LE, EHIMTFOL—ETDEY R
TR [EDL) ZBUENA TAHEXF - 2o TwEI) 2] 2FEL Tz, 5
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