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Transition in Australia’s Views of Japan
Focusing on Naval Power in Japanese Rearmament Plan 1952-1954

Daisuke SAKUMA

Abstract

This paper examines Australia’s views on Japan regarding Japan’s rearmament, and
identifies Australia’s awareness of and interest in Japan’s rearmament plan.

After the WW2, Australia, as a member of the Western nations, engaged in diplomacy
with the United States with an eye toward Japan’s treatment that includes her rearmament.
Australia remained concerned about Japanese rearmament, particularly her naval power,
and faced the dilemma of asserting its position while recognizing the need for it.

As Australia’s focus in the contract of her post-war foreign policy gradually shifted
towards communism and Southeast Asia. However, Australia continued to be concerned
about Japan’s rearmament, particularly its naval power. It can be confirmed that Australia

remained wary of Japan even after signing a peace treaty with Japan.
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