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Fundamental Study on the Danish Absolute Monarchy in the Period of
Intermediate Term (2)
-Focused on Frederik IV’s Social Policies (Latter Part)-

SAHO Yoshikazu

Abstract

The aim of this paper is to examine the social policies of the Danish King
Fredrik IV (king: 1699-1730) during the time after the Great Northern War (Store
Nordiske Krig) by looking at Ludvig Holberg’s eulogy speech for Frederik IV.

The absolute monarchy was officially and peacefully introduced into Denmark
in January 1661, by the King Frederik III (king:1648-1670). Since then a series of
measures were taken to secure this new system and the Danish absolute monarchy
was consolidated basically during the reign of Christian V (king: 1670-1699).

And his son, Frederik IV was a very complex person. He committed bigamy
twice. But as sovereign, head of a state, he had a strong self-conscious, will and
sense of being an absolute king and had a great capacity for work and established
his own decision making absolute monarchy, called king-centered “personal
absolute monarchy”.

Social policies he realized between 1709 and 1730 were as follows;

1) established over 240 elementary schools (rytterskoler) in the rural areas
2) introduced audience system (audiens hos kongen)

3) influenced by Pietism and issued a decree with rules for the Sabbath

After the Great Northern War, Denmark obtained English and French
guarantees for the sole possession of the Duchy of Schleswig by the Danish crown.
This brought Denmark peace and stability. Thereby Danish absolute monarchy was

ready to move onto the next stage; “bureaucratic absolute monarchy”.
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