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A Study of the Comprehensiveness of the Early Postwar Junior High School

Social Studies Curriculum:
A Study of the Early Postwar Social Studies Curriculum at Junior High Schools in the City of Yokohama

Jinichiro Saito

In this study, I focus on the early postwar junior high school social studies curriculum in Yokohama,
focusing on the comprehensive nature of the social studies curriculum. The focus of early postwar social
studies curriculum research in previous studies has been on elementary education, and at the same time, on
the national principles of the Courses of Study. In contrast, this study has identified ways to maintain the
comprehensiveness of the junior high school curriculum at the local level in the early postwar period.

At a point in time before detailed proposals were made by the city, efforts to conceive and develop school-
specific curricula, as seen at Okano Junior High School, were observed. At Okano Junior High School, the
school was attempting to create its own framework and balance while aligning multiple pieces of information.
On the other hand, the “Yokohama City Curriculum for Social Studies, Junior High School (1953),” while
keeping in mind the criticism of declining academic performance, attempted to balance the content of units

studied in each grade over the three years by using an elements table and ability table.
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