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The introduction to the history of shipbuilding industry in the East-Shizuoka
Focusing on fishing boats

Hiroyuki GODA

Abstract

In this article, this study summarized and discussed the history of shipbuilding in eastern Shizuoka Prefecture
(Suruga and Izu Province) since the end of the Edo period.

Japan's modern shipbuilding industry began with the construction of “the Heda-go”, which was the first large sailing
ship with the Western style (1855). After that, the first fishing boat with engine in Japan was the Fuji-maru, owned
by the Shizuoka Prefectural Fisheries Experiment Station (1906). In response to demand for bonito fishing boats in
Yaizu--Shizuoka, a modern shipbuilding industry had been established in Shimizu, Shizuoka. Shizuoka's fisheries
and shipbuilding industries have developed together with keeping the strong relations until the 1970s.

The historical fact of the creation and development of modern shipbuilding in Shizuoka, is based on the traditional
industry (bonito fishery) from before the modern society. It is significant in the study of the industrial and economic
history of Japanese shipbuilding. The previous research has focused on only major shipbuilding businesses, which
were born as the shogunate manufactures, not based on traditional industries, have concentrated on the construction

of merchant ships and warships rather than fishing boats.
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