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Political Islam at a Crossroads

Keiji SHINTANI

Abstract

“Political Islam”, a controversial term, has been and continues to be a decisive factor in
geopolitics in MENA region during the first two decades of the 21st century and onwards.
Looking back what has happened, that has led to setbacks of Islamists in Egypt and
Tunisia, as well as what may happen in Afghanistan, we may reach to an assumption that
“political Islam can only survive by becoming autocracy, and there is no choice but to rely
on autocracy to overcome political Islam.” At the same time, Western understanding of
Islam, including that of Japan, has not deepened so much, but rather, as a result of the
amplification of Islamophobia, the autocracies of the region (Egypt, UAE, Saudi Arabia,
etc..,) have become indispensable partners to prevent growth of Islamic extremism here
and there. Iran’s theocracy has not only been successful in prolonging its presence, but
has become the biggest threat to the region by supporting Shiite military entities in

Lebanon, Iraq, Syria and Yemen. Is this the last sparkle of a firework?
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