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[Article]

Why Are More Children Receiving Special Needs Education?
Through an Examination of the Turning Point in the Education Policy for Children with Disabilities

Yoshihiro Hosaka

Why are more and more children receiving special needs education? This paper examines this question from the
perspective that the view of education for children with disabilities, which responds to the educational needs
of each individual child, may be acting as a logic of exclusion as a result. Specifically, I have been examining
the institutionalization of this view of education for children with disabilities through the development of
educational policies for children with disabilities, using the findings of the Social Constructionism, on reports

issued by the national educational administration. Specifically, I pointed out that this view of education, which
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responds to the educational needs of each individual, has been institutionalized not because of the influence of
developmental disabilities, but because it has been situated in the context of post-war policies for the education
of children with disabilities. I also pointed out that the policy for educating children with disabilities based on
this view of education has been developed from the implementation of compulsory schools for children with
disabilities. The current increase in the number of children receiving special needs education can be said to

have occurred in the context of these developments in educational policy.
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