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[Article]

How did the Great Kanto Earthquake affect teacher’s educational thought in the Taisho era?: The case of
Tomojiro Tomono

Atsushi Suzuki

When the school faces a disaster, teachers keep students safe and play a leading role in the subsequent
reconstruction of the school. The teacher's educational thought after experiencing a disaster is an important
factor that defines the way school education should be after a disaster. Therefore, it is an important study
subject to examine the affect of disaster experience on teacher’s educational thought. Furthermore, in such a
study, a historical analysis using literature that summarizes the educational thought of teachers who have
experienced disasters is effective.

This paper examines the case of Tomojiro Tomono. Tomono was known as a leading teacher of Japanese
language, but this paper focuses on his educational thought rather than his theory of Japanese language
education.

Before the earthquake, Tomono was uncomfortable with the way of education progressed at that time. In
the Taisho era, it was important for schools to improve their equipment and to educate in a formal way. But
the earthquake changed that situation in education.

In the confusing circumstances on the Great Kanto Earthquake, Tomono gazed that teachers taught and
students learned enthusiastically in the corrupted school environment. Tomono realized that enthusiastic
educational activities in such a confusing circumstances are the essence of education. Through the experience of

the earthquake, Tomono became aware of the problems of education so far and discovered the future prospects.
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