DOI 10.18995/24344710.5.61

o (EHEM

DI~ — S RIS B MR R ER R & 4
7y A E FED I

R A AT

The Early Writings of Jiirgen Habermas and Sociology as a Condition of
Possibility for Reason in Post-war Society
Focusing on his Critique of Ernst Bloch

ITJIMA Yusuke

Abstract

This paper explores why the early writings of Jirgen Habermas are based on
sociology, focusing on his critique of Ernst Bloch. Habermas criticizes Bloch for his
latent tendency to accept violence as a means of the realization of Utopia. However,
he shares the Schelling’s conceptualization of reason as regulated madness. The
critique of Bloch has an aspect of the self-criticism. At this point, Habermas finds
Bloch’s natural philosophy behind his acceptance of violence. This philosophy leads
to the rejection of the relative validity of Utopia in the historical social world. This
rejection paves a way to sanctification of Utopia, which can result in acceptance of
violence as a means of the realization of Utopia. The madness is, as it were, not
sufficiently regulated in Bloch’s thought owing to his natural philosophy. Habermas
stresses the importance of accepting and confirming the relative validity of Utopia
in the historical social world. In this confirmation, sociology is needed. For
Habermas, the reason should be conceptualized as regulated madness in post-war
society. The early writings of Habermas are based on sociology because it is a

condition of possibility for reason in post-war society.
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