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A New Terror Threat in Indonesia

—An Investigation Regarding the Arrest of “Amir” (a spiritual leader) of JI (Jemmah islamiah)—
Toshiyuki OHGATA
Abstract

On June 29, 2019, Indonesian Detachment 88 (counter—terrorism unit) arrested Para Wijayanto, the
“Neo—JI (Jemmah Islamiah)” high-ranking member, in a hotel in Bekasi, West Java, along with his four
associates. It is not uncommon for terrorists to be arrested in Indonesia. Most of the terrorist attacks
which occurred in Indonesia in recent years were crimes committed by a group of JAD (Jamaah Ansharut
Daulah). This group has been loyal to IS (the Islamic State) which is based in Syria and Iraq. However,
Para Wijayanto and his associates belong to a different group. Para is the “Amir” (a spiritual leader)
of JI (Jemmah Islamiah) which has been affiliated with al-Qaeda terrorist group, founded by Osama bin
Laden, who died in May 2010. JI has been seen weakened in Indonesia because other terrorist groups
like JAD have committed multiple terrorist attacks, whereas JI has not conducted terrorist attacks for

at least the past five years.

There was little reaction to the arrest of Para Wijayanto in Japan. However, in Southeast Asia
including Indonesia, many experts on terrorism called the Para’s group “Neo JI” and were concerned
about a significant threat. At the time of writing, the investigations to the members were not yet
completed. In this article, the author attempts to scrutinize local media coverage and comments from
terrorism experts about this issue, mainly reling on the arguments by Arif Satria, an assistant
researcher at CSIS (Centre for Strategic and International Studies), put forward in an essay entitled
“The Threat of New JI: JI revival in Indonesia follows the script of the past”. The purpose of this
article is to clarify the developments contributing towards the revival of JI, which had previously been

overlooked as a weakened terrorist’s organization in Indonesia.
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It seems that Neo—JI will continue to be a major threat to the future for Southeast Asian countries
including Indonesia. The group will try to destroy the current national order if sufficient measures
are not taken curtail the influence of Neo—JI. Against the Islamic extremist ideology that Neo—JI attempts
to spread through preaching and education, each government needs to promote the moderate ideas of
allowing individuals freedom of thought and creed, and coexistence with other religions in order to

oppose ideology of the Neo—JI.
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