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Process of Reaching Agreement on Transfer
after Cerebrovascular Disorder among Family Members
— Focusing on Late Middle-aged Patients Treated in the Advanced Treatment Hospital —
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Abstract

This study aimed to clarify the process of reaching agreement on inter-hospital transfer and its content in
families of patients after a Cerebrovascular Disorder, adopting the modified grounded theory approach. Seven
families of late middle-aged Cerebrovascular Disorder patients, in whom transfer from the advanced treatment
hospital was scheduled, were studied. Analysis revealed that the process of reaching agreement among the
members of the family on transfer involved examining conditions and the appropriateness of such transfer with
other family members, and their views on it were integrated to step forward as a family.

The <<integration of views on appropriateness>> in a family involved: <changeable emotions as family
members>; <considering inter-hospital transfer based on their sense of values> and <interpretations as family
members>; and <making the family's decision>. Such a decision was made as a compromise, while
experiencing conflicting situations and emotions, including: [wishing for the resumption of previous family life]
and [the chaos of actual life]; [determining points without sufficient information] and [examining conditions];
and [positive perspectives] and [resignation]. Furthermore, the <<integration of views on appropriateness>>
took place not only among family members, but also between them and the hospital as an external system.

The process of reaching agreement among family members of late middle-aged Cerebrovascular Disorder
patients treated in the advanced treatment hospital is characterized by the <<integration of views on
appropriateness>> in expectation of recovery through rehabilitation, involving integrating family members’

intentions and systematic movements in- and outside them.
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