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A Basic Study of Collaboration and Cooperation in School Social Work

— In supporting children with high brain dysfunction returning to school —

Machiko OHARA*! and Osamu KOBAYASHI*!
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Abstract

School is a place for learning and at the same time it is a place for social life. This is related to
problems of daily life that have developed from the interactions between human and environment, and
it matches with social work’s points of view.

In this regard, the educational support towards children with disabilities requires cooperation
between medical care, welfare and educational providers that are based locally. As a response to their
needs, it is necessary that we support them in a total and inclusive way.

Also, as a specialized function, school social workers need to create methods to demonstrate
collaborative and cooperative functions with specialists such as school administrators, teachers, special
education teachers, school counselors, school doctors, etc.

In this paper, ways to support children with higher brain dysfunction to return to school in
collaboration and cooperation with school social work were examined in light of their specialties. As a
result of examining the present cases, it turned out clearly that there are needs for complementary
cooperation with each supporting organization such as institutes of health services, welfare agencies,
educational institutions, etc.; and also there are needs for the construction of a system to follow up
children’s continued attendance after returning to school; finding jobs after graduating; addressing long
term issues of life; examination of methods of cooperation with supporting organizations including

schools and medical organizations; and training and appropriate placement of school social workers.

Key words: School social work, higher brain dysfunction, Collaboration and Cooperation
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