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Development and Environment in Asia
— Comparison of Consciousness toward Sustainable Development

and Analysis of the Main Factors —

Takaaki OGUNI, Toshiyuki OOGATA, Sabau V. SORIN

Abstract

Recently environmental problems on a global scale, imposing the necessity of taking
urgent measures. The concept of "sustainable development" is of utmost importance
such that all the people of the present and the future will enjoy peace and abundance by
protecting the Earth.

Although the awareness of the international community is necessary to realize
sustainable development, there are various barriers such as national self-interest that
impede its full recognition. The purpose of this research is to convey the original meaning
of sustainable development, regardless of the barriers. Specifically, our research consists of
the following steps: Firstly, we have conducted a questionnaire survey in order to measure
public opinion toward sustainable development especially focused on nature conservation
and development. Secondly, we have determined the characteristics as well as the main
forming factors of opinion in three Asian countries, namely Japan, Thailand and Indonesia,
by using comparisons and statistical analysis. Finally, we have clarified the common
consciousness and dilemmas concerning sustainable development in the three countries

mentioned.

Key words : environmental consciousness, attitudes toward nature, environmental issue,
categorical data analysis, questionnaire survey
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