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Indonesian Extremist Islamic Websites:
Japanese Government Critisism on Pro-IS Websites

Regarding Hostage-release Negotiations

Toshiyuki Oogata
Abstract

The emergence of the Islamic State (IS) has had a dramatic impact on the jihadist
community in Indonesia, which has the largest Muslim population in the world. However,
since the October 17, 2017 reported collapse of the capital of IS which had been located in
Ragqgah in Syria, reports about IS have gradually decreased in Indonesia.

At the beginning of January, 2015, when IS was still active, two Japanese hostages were
taken by IS and later beheaded. An Indonesian extremist Islamic website, Al-Mustagbal.
net, had been criticizing the Japanese government as an “‘enemy of Islam” leading up to
the beheading, because Prime Minister Abe did not submit to IS's demands regarding the
hostage-release negotiation.

The name of Muhammad Fachry, the administrator of the website, was little known.
His website had been promoting IS in Indonesia. Considering the effect on the general
Islamic society, such a website cannot be overlooked by Japanese foreign policy makers.

From an awareness of the above issues, in this paper I mainly consider the coverage
of the Japanese hostage-crisis by Al-Mustagbal.net, in addition to the Indonesian anti-
terrorism measures in recent years, trends in the extremist Islamic movement, ideological

backgrounds of the pro-IS and anti-IS groups, and the contents of the pro-IS website..
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