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[Article]

The Background of Provisions Concerning
California Community Colleges in the 1960 Law

Chizuru IGUCHI

Donahoe Higher Education Act of 1960 is the law which implemented the major recommendations of A
Master Plan for Higher Education in California. While the Master Plan and the 1960 law are concerned with the
whole system of state higher education, it also has important implications for California Community Colleges
(CO).

The following two provisions are especially noteworthy. One is that CC was officially categorized with
“higher education” for the first time in the law. Before this, the status of CC was so uncertain that there was
a repeated question whether CC is “secondary or higher education”. The other is the provision to limit CC to
“two-year” institutions. It was stated in the law that CC “shall offer instruction through but not beyond the
fourteenth grade level”. The 1960 law, in short, classified CC as “two-year” “higher educations” for the first
time in the history of CC legislation.

This study analyzes the historical conflict and coordination of equality and excellence in higher education in

California as a vital factor affecting two provisions concerning community colleges in the 1960 law.
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