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A Study on the Recognition of Word Spacing among Japanese Learners of
the Korean Language
— Focusing on Students of the King Sejong Institute ——

Minsoo Kim
This study examines the recognition of word spacing among Japanese learners of
the Korean language at the King Sejong Institute, an institution for Korean language
education recognized by the government of the Republic of Korea. The study
employed a sample of 213 learners, and organized their responses by class level.
The findings of this study can be summarized as follows: (1) A total of 81.2% of all
learners, across all classes, responded that they “knew about” word spacing, and no
learners responded that they did not know anything about it. From this result, it is
apparent that there is a high level of recognition of word spacing among students at
the King Sejong Institute. However, only 23% of learners across all classes correctly
identified “words” as the basis of word spacing, and 63.8% mistakenly identified
the basis as “readability”. Looking at individual classes, Sejong 5 had the highest
ratio of correct responses, at 32%, and Sejong 6 had the lowest, at 12%. This shows
that progressing in class level does not necessarily guarantee natural acquisition of
understanding of word spacing. (2) Regarding the location where students learned
about word spacing, 72.6% (across all classes) responded that they had learned about
it in King Sejong Institute classes. However, as the King Sejong Institute does not
have a unified policy for teaching word spacing, the results are likely to have been
affected by the assigned instructors. (3) A total of 82.2% of learners across all classes
responded that they paid attention to word spacing when writing in Korean, showing
that most learners are actively aware of word spacing. On the other hand, the study
also showed that 82.6% of all learners found word spacing to be difficult. (4) A total

of 97% of all learners believe that instruction in word spacing is necessary as part of
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class material, showing that they would like guidance on word spacing during class
time. A total of 87.3% of learners also responded that they believe word spacing
should be taught at the introductory level, showing that they see its use as part of
the fundamental knowledge of writing in Korean. There were also students in the
intermediate and advanced classes who responded that spacing should be taught at
each proficiency level, suggesting that there are learners who would like to receive

instruction in spacing tailored to their level.
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