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A Danish agricultural engineer Emil Fenger
and his stay in Shizuoka (1963-64)

SAHO Yoshikazu

Abstract

A Danish farmer Emil Fenger stayed in Japan three times in his nearly 90
years of life time. The first time in Hokkaido (1923-28), the second time in
Yamagata (1951-54), and the third time in Shizuoka (1963-64). His contribution
to the Japanese dairy farming is enormous. This article deals with his third stay
in Shizuoka and try to find out what he did and the meaning of his achievement,
using the sources both written in Danish and in Japanese.

According to Fenger’s biography, in 1959, there was a telephone call from
a Norwegian Missionary and they asked Fenger to run an agricultural center in
Japan, but this vanished in smoke. And a few years later, this time, there came
a man from Danish Missionary, and asked Fenger if he could come to Japan to
help farming. Finally Emil and Frida Fenger deicided to take the offer although
they were not provided travel expenses. They sold the livestocks and farming
tools and lent out the farm land.

Emil and Frida Fenger sailed to Japan via North America. They arrived at
Yokohama in March 1963. But no one was there to welcome them. Fenger wrote
that he was not disappointed, but his doubt of missionary’s administrative ability
grew. Gradually, he couldn’t place his confidence in the missionary. Fenger
never mentioned missioner’s real name, Harry Thomsen. It seems like there
were deep misunderstanding between them. In his biography he mentioned that
he had some struggle whether or not writing about Shizuoka days. There are 202
pages in his biography, and he wrote about Hokkaido for 28 pages, Yamagata
for 42 pages and only 13 pages for Shizuoka. These facts reveal that he did not
want to write a lot about his 3™ stay.

While Fenger’s 3" stay, he visited Hokkaido and Yamagata with his wife.
In Yamagata they were treated like VIP. And every month they visited Tokyo,
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because there were Danish Society and friends from Ministry of Agricultural
and Forestry. This means they were often away from Shizuoka. At the Scan-
dinavian Farming Center, Fenger proposed to build an Agricultural school,
which was finished after Fenger went back. According to Mgller, Fenger’s
successor, Fenger built cowshed. And Fenger through Hokkaido connection,
helped obtaining 5 milk cows. Overall Fenger’s third stay in Shizuoka was not
satisfactory one because of the bad relationship between Fenger and Harry
Thomsen. But he built the foundation of the Farming Center. To get more clear
view of Fenger’s Shizuoka days we need more materials to investigate.
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