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Archaeological study of migration of human being and language replacement
—— From the post-Jomon period to the present in the south and north of the Tsugaru Straits —

FAAGEE

Abstract

In this paper an attempt is made to consider the migration of human being and language
replacement in northern Tohoku and southern Hokkaido of the Japanese archipelago. Based on
the principles summarized by C. Renfrew (1987) and P. Bellwood (2005), and on some
archaeological studies, I argue that the Japanese language spread from southern part of Japan
with migration of farmers and herders to northern Tohoku in the 7" century, and to Hokkaido in
the 20" century. In this area, the migration of people made it possible to replace the language of
indigenous people with the language of new inhabitants. And at the same time, the migration
changed the assemblage of material culture. In this study, some distribution maps of ancient
settlements are effective, made from observing assemblage of the types of material culture
excavated from archaeological sites, from the 3" to the 17" century. In particular, the assemblage
of pottery used for cultural rituals and festivals can be used as a symbol of archaeological culture.
And from the 18" century to the 21 century, I use various records of Ainu people for

consideration, not limited to archaeological materials.
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