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Reading the Speech Community from Archaeological Materials :
Did People Lived in Ancient Tohoku Region Speak Archaic Ainu ?

Abstract

Speech community is a group of people who share a set of norms and expectations
regarding the use of language. And the human beings form speech community. It can be said
that this is a principle. Therefore it applies to it about not only the present but also the past
people. In this paper, I tried to read the speech community from archaeological materials,
especially of ancient times excavated in northern part of Tohoku and south Hokkaido, and
examine it whether the people who lived in the area spoke archaic Ainu language. As a result,
it was revealed that the people in south Hokkaido in the 7th century spoke archaic Ainu
language, and that the people in north Tohoku at the same period spoke archaic Japanese

language.
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