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Abstract

Tracing Marcus Garvey’s Early Career: From Jamaica to the “Black Atlantic”

Keiko Araxki

Marcus Garvey established the first black mass movement in the United States in the early
20" century. He believed that people of African descent in the world suffered discriminatory
treatment because they did not have a nation-state which had a respected status in world politics.
According to Garvey, both political independence and economic strength were necessary for all
states and people to acquire this status and to be recognized in international society.

Garvey shaped his Pan-African ideas by moving around the “Black Atlantic,” the concept of
Paul Gilroy, by meeting black elites and commoners from different parts of the world. However,
as this article explains, Garvey gained a universal vocabulary and rhetorical power especially in
the United States during and after WWI. His black independence movement became more
persuasive using concepts such as self-help, democracy, and liberty, and so expanded around the
Atlantic world.
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