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TWa,
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Abstract

Improving Legislative and Policy-making Functions in Japan: The Reality of
the Policy Secretary in the Diet

Masayoshi Kusoya, Yusuke Dan

This article focuses on the officially appointed secretaries to the members of the Diet in
Japan. The scheme of the public secretary was introduced in 1947, and the number of the
secretaries per Diet member has been tripled since then. The last increase was in 1994, when
their outsourcing to the private sector was seen as a significant trend in quite a few developed
countries, and it was justified under the name of the improvement of Diet members’ capabilities
to make laws without dependence on administrative bureaucrats.

The purpose of this article is to clarify the current state of the public secretaries and to
examine their core roles. We examine several improvement plans of the scheme of the public
secretary and point out that the electoral system, regulations on campaign and parliamentary
cabinet system affect politicians’ and their secretaries’ behaviors. Although it is difficult to
evaluate these plans without the grand design of the government, we argue that the scheme of
the policy secretary should be reexamined and a third party should assess their performance.
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