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Abstract

Makam Structure on the Turkish Classical Music
Multifaceted characteristics of chord

Nahoko Marsumoro

Makam in the West Asia has different theory from Europe or Japan, like as Raga in the South
Asia. Makam regulates sound pitches and the manipulation. On the other hand, Usul regulates
sound length and the manipulation. Both are integral factor in the Turkish Classical Music
theory.

Makam is composed by various combination of chords, such as tetrachord, pentachord,
and trichord. The primal chords are ussak, hicaz, rast, buselik and kiirdi. Most of makam is
composed by these 5 chords. For example Hicaz Makam consists of first constitutional chord
hicaz and second constitutional chord rast. Understanding of these chords’ characteristics and
interrelationships is quite necessary for both of practice and research.

One of important interrelationships between the chords is junction of chords which situates
the different register. This is a fundamental framework of each makam. Another important
interrelationship is multi-layered overlapping chords in the almost same register. By integrating
these interrelationships excellent practice/interpretation is executed.
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