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The Factors of Fluctuations in Cabinet Support Rating for the Democratic
Party of Japan

Kyoung Joo Km

The purpose of this paper is to define variable factors in fluctuations of the support rating
for the Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) by adopting the concepts ‘political trust’ developed by
Harris. In Japan the new political power by DP]J established through a nation-wide election in
2009. However, the higher expectations turned to a deeper disappointment and the support rating
to the cabinet has been declined rapidly in the past two years. This paper focuses on the ‘political
motivation and competence’ suggested by Hardin to analyze and explain the data of public opinion
polls which have been held almost periodically by Japanese newspaper companies. The results of
this study are the following two points. First, the motivations of DPJ have been supported firmly
such as on taking back a political-leadership from bureaucracy-led system. Second, on the other
hand, the lack of political ability to act such as on the consumption tax-increase issues affect
directly to the decline in the support rating.

Key words: public opinion polls, political trust, motivation, competence, the Democratic party

of Japan
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