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Abstract

Arcuated Rectangular Panel Paintings of Italian Romanesque

Michitaka On~o

In 1990, the Pinacoteca di Brera of Milan acquisted a disc of panel painting with a head of
the Virgin crowned, the “Madonna regina”, which is a fragment probably having constructed a
projecting part of the so called arcuated rectangular panel painting, showing the Virgin and the
Child enthroned, and has been attributed to so called “Alberto Sotio”, an Umbrian painter of the
end of the 12th century. This is the only surviving example of this type in Umbrian Romanesque
panel paintings. In the 12th century, also only one work of this type survives in Florence, the
Madonna of the church of Sant’/Andrea a Rovezzano. And in Florence of the 13th century, many
examples of this type are recognized till the end of the century, for example works by the so
called “Bigallo Master”, by Coppo di Marcovaldo, by the so called “Magdalen Master” and by
the so called “Varlungo Master”, etc. In this short essay, this type of Italian Romanesque panel
paintings are examined.

In Umbrian region, no other example survives today, but at the end of the 13th century one
interesting work is recognized, a low dossal by the so called “Farneto Master”, having at the
center a circular projection, the halo of Madonna. This shape might have been derived from the
arcuated rectangular type, and therefor it may be probable that in Umbria this panel type lasted to
the second half of the century, also.

In the last three quarters of the 13th century, this type spreaded toward south and east
regions, i.e. Arezzo, Siena, Marche, Abruzzo and Campania.

In Aezzo, Margarito d’Arezzo painted this type in the third quarter of the 13th century, and
this painter was trained under the “Bigallo Master”. Then Margarito seems to have learned this
type also from Florence. On the other hand, Siena had had a deep contact with Umbria since
the 12th century, and also Marche was influenced from the same region, so for these regions,
the origin of this type seems to have been rather Umbria. In Abruzzo, one Madonna panel of
this type, very similar to Brera one exists, the “Madonna di Ambro”. So also a strong Umbrian
influence can be supposed. And Campania is situated in the south of Abruzzo, and paticuraly
Salerno had a contact with Umbria. Then, it seems to be probable that Umbrian influence also
reached to this region through Abruzzo.

Seeing the spreading of this type, we can recognize that Umbrian influence seems to be
larger than Florentine one. But more interesting is that the spreading route detours Rome. And
Rome has no example of this type. These facts seem to lead to a supposition that at least of the
types of panels, Rome was independent, or had a original culture, distinguished from those of
other regions surrounding her.
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