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Abstract

Musical Instruments and Dances, depicted in the Saray Albums of Topkapi
Palace Museum in Turkey (4)
— On the Depiction of Kettledrums and Trumpets ——

Nahoko Marsumoto and Harumi Kosnisa

This paper is the fourth report of our collaborated research with the art historians, taking
two manuscripts (H.2153 and H.2160) of the Saray Albums in Topkapl Palace Museum. The
purpose of this paper is analyzing on the depiction style of (@ kettledrums, and (@) trumpets,
which are the symbolic instruments in the military band of Islam.

On the kettledrums, analyzing topics are 1) depiction of the body, 2) number of the body,
and 3) depiction of the drumsticks. On the trumpets, analyzing articles are 1) the structural
differences of the tube, 2) playing style, and 3) the scenes of trumpets in the pictures.

In the first section, Islamic miniature paintings of kettledrums (about 70 examples) are
examined by Matsumoto. In the Islamic miniature paintings, kettledrums have depicted since
13™ century. The scenes are mainly in battles, festivals, huntings, sports, ritual ceremonies, and
so on. The main figures of drum bodies are (1) egg-shaped, and (2) kettle (or bowl, goblet)
-shaped. Usually one player plays a pair of kettledrums. Some of goblet-shaped one (ex. fig.
5) need further research. The size can be classified into large, middle and small. In some of
miniature paintings, different sizes of the kettledrums are depicted together after 15" century.

The drumsticks are classified into (1) stick-shaped, (2) ball-headed, (3) club-shaped, (4)
warp-headed, and (5) ball and warp headed. After 15" century, the stick-shaped drumsticks are
depicted for the small-sized kettledrums, and the ball-headed drumsticks are depicted for the
large-sized one.

Most of the playing style after 15™ century: the front hand and its drumstick is held near the
drumhead, and the another hand and its drumstick is held upward. For making big sound, both
hands are raised on the player’s head.

In the second section, the paintings of trumpets in Islamic miniatures (about 70 examples)
are examined by Koshiba. These trumpets are all natural trumpets with no finger-hole. The
analyzed points and the consideration are as follows. 1) On the structural differences of trumpets,
there are three types: (A) straight tube, (B) S-shaped tube, and (C) looped tube. The straight
tube trumpets have been used in the ancient world of Egypt, Mesopotamia, Rome, Persia and so
on. The S-shaped tube might probably be invented in Islamic world at the end of 14" century,
then, imported into Western Europe. The looped trumpets were created in Western culture as a
variation of S-shaped tube, and adapted in Ottoman Empire, where the first pictorial appearance

of looped trumpet was in Sahinsahname (1581) , and often depicted from that time downward.
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Therefore, it would presumably seem that Ottoman military band adapted looped trumpet from
Western Europe.

2) On the playing style: the players tend to take their instruments upward by supporting
the tube with one hand or both hands, not holding or gripping it (particularly in the case of the
straight and S-shaped tube) . 3) The trumpets are depicted mainly in the battle scenes, often
in the festivals or ceremonies with the military band, and rarely in the game scenes as polo and
hunting.
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