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Abstract

Carl Nielsen’s Music and his Time(1)
—— On the Period of his Public Debut as a Composer ——

Jiro IsoBE

This paper aims to investigate Carl Nielsen’s attitude and energy toward composition paying
heed to his career. For the sake of convenience and as a first attempt of such researches, the
period of his public debut as a composer was chosen for the subject. It was made in Tivoli concert
hall in the next year of his graduation to the Royal Danish Conservatoire of Music. His activity
has been studied referring to Tivoli period and its traditional peculiarities as a stage for young
musicians. In order to consider the problem from various points of view the following three
materials have been consulted independently and correlatively.

1) Knud Ketting, “Carl Nielsen and Tivoli”, in: Carl Nielsen Studies, vol.I, 2003

2) “Jens Vejmand”(As a representative of Nielsen’s popular songs. And also “Du danske

Mand” was briefly commented.)

3) “Danish Songs” in: Living Music

As a result of this research it was confirmed that Nielsen’s popular songs were pursued from
his compositional attitude to evaluate simplicity and clarity. And that Tivoli concert hall, in which
Nielsen’s important works including simple popular songs were presented through his life time,
played rather important part for his career as a composer.
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