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Abstract 

 In order to discover what is required for Japanese students to be able to communicate in the global world, the author visited 
some multicultural cities and university classrooms in and outside of Japan. Two essential things observed were (1) the reality 
of English as an International Language (EIL) in the multicultural community, and (2) the significance of logical thinking and 
writing in university classrooms, neither of which had been realized by the author in spite of abundant information and 
knowledge gained years ago. Considering the limited amount of time for English lessons in Japanese universities, two 
suggestions are offered to help teachers and students meet the demand for English in today’s world: (1) teachers and students in 
Japan need to shift their mindset on what the goal of English education in Asia should be and how to achieve it, and (2) more 
time should be spent on reading and writing in English while oral communication skill is learned through thinking activities. 
Some experimental activities are proposed for the future curriculum, and possibilities and difficulties of the activities are 
discussed. 
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