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Inbound Tourists’ Spending Behavior on Regional Destinations of Japan

Takeshi KURIHARA

Abstract

Promoting inbound tourism is a key issue for many regional destinations in
Japan, with significant economic impact on society. In order to derive useful
implication for inbound tourism policy, quantitative analysis of oversea visitors’
spending is necessary. Although Japan Tourism Agency has collected data with
regard to the inbound tourism, the data concerning regional destinations is limited.
This study aims to propose an approach to conducting the survey of inbound tourism
spending within the regional destinations themselves and to evaluating the economic
impact on the regions quantitatively.

Japan Tourism Agency has been conducting “Consumption trend survey for
foreigners visiting Japan” since 2010. The survey is conducted at the eleven main air-
and seaports. However, the majority of respondents are tourists visiting metropolitan
cities, and sample size for those visiting regional destinations is limited. To solve this
problem, an inbound tourism spending survey targeting regional destinations is
conducted in this study. The survey was conducted in five regional destinations,
including the Mt. Fuji five lakes region and Takayama city, both of which are
attractive destinations for visitors from oversea. Our findings include the observation
that the spending of visitors from oversea was higher than that of domestic travelers
in Takayama city. Thus from the perspective of economic impact, it's important for
many Japanese regional destinations to attract and accommodate overseas visitors.
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Takayama City Foreign Visitor's Travel Consumption Survey, Apr. 2013

Q1 Kindly write your spending while staying in Takayama City (accommodation, meals, transport,
admission fees to attraction and shopping).

The spending recorded is for how many persons? (
IThe currency ClYen [OOther (

)

) adult, ( ) child *under 12 years old

Spending items

Paid | Amount

Spending items | Paid | Amount

Accommodation ( )night

Shopping

Drinking & Eating

Snacks/Fruits /Other food

Hida beef restaurant

Local Sake

Japanese restaurant

Drink/Other Alcohol

Other restaurant

Folk crafts (wood carving)

Café

Souve

nir ( ) |

Bar

Other

( ) ¢

Other ( ) |

ggioooio

Other

) o o

( ) |

Other

spendings

Machinami bus

Transport (without the cost of access & egress)

Stamp/Mail

Sarubobo bus

Intern

et

Other bus
(CJOkuhida [JShirakawa-go)

d
d
a

Map/Guidebook

Taxi

Shinhotaka Ropeway

Bicycle rental

Other ( )

go|o|o|Qo

Amusement services

Historical Building Area

Morning Market

Takayama Jinya

Kusakabe Folk Museum

Yoshijima Heritage House
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Festival Floats Exhibition Hall

Hida Folk Village

Takayama Museum of Art

City Archives Museum

Shishi Hall

Museum of History and Art

Oku Hida Hot Springs Village
Pulled Rickshaw

Other ( )
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Q2 About yourself

Gender ([IMale [JFemale); Age ( ); Nationality (
Travel companions (CINone [Job-related persons [lFamily CIFriends ClTour group [Other)

); City of residence ( )

86 % (2015)
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