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The Gospel of Mark’s CoxeT (Plot) : Title’s Syntactic Construction

and a Rereading of the Story" ..
& y Kijuro Kondo

This article aims to incorporate the basic insight of Russian cultural semiotics into the
interpretation of the Gospel of Mark. From the cultural semiotics provided by the
Russian semiotician Yuri Lotman, several concepts can be identified, such as coxer
(Sjuzhet-plot), pabyra (Fabula-story) and morms (motif). The author utilized the
hypothesis of previous studies because they have been criticized as gratuitous : (1) the
Gospel of Mark originally ends with “the Empty tomb” episode, and that (2) the author
of the Gospel exhorts readers to reread it by its thematic configuration. This study
shows that the Gospel of Mark is a historical text generated by the semantic tension
between the two nouns of “Jesus” and “Christ,” concealed in its title. The findings
suggest that (1) Mark depicted the historical beginning of the “gospel” using a story
format, (2) Jesus (as represented through Mark) required to confess the truth of the
words of John the Baptist, (3) Jesus's requirement was met only the centurion. Finally,
the abovementioned hypotheses are not incompatible because in the original plan,
Mark’s story ended with the confession of the centurion, but the episode of “the Empty
tomb” was added as requested by the episode’s female protagonists. Mark could not
deny the request for some reason, so he included a concealed criticism of these women in
the text.
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