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University Students’ Perception of their Junior and High School Subjects
—A Pilot Study for Future Research of Physical Education and English as Required University Subjects—

Masaru MURAYAMA and Masahiko GOSHI

Abstract

A questionnaire was administered to twenty-seven freshmen at the Tokai University School of Marine Science and
Technology as a pilot study to find how they perceive the subjects they took previously at their junior and high schools. The
results will be used for future research to investigate the effects of two subjects, physical education and English, which are

offered as required subjects at Tokai University.

The students were asked to rank their favorite subjects and least favorite/weak subjects in both junior and high school.
They were also asked to rank subjects they would like to do over if they could. The second part of the questionnaire, using a
four-point Likert scale, asked the students whether they like, and are good at the two required subjects they are taking at the
university. On the Likert scale they were also asked if they like sports in general and English as a foreign language. The
students were invited to write their opinions as to how useful the subjects they learned at their previous schools are at
present, and how useful physical education and English will be in the future.

The results of the study will be used to create a new questionnaire to investigate whether or not student beliefs about the
two required subjects and the university’s intentions for the subjects concur.
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Table 5 Results of the questions on English on the Likert scale
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Fig. 1 University Student’s Perception of their Junior and High School Subjects
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