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Cassirer’s theory of symbolism and spatiality of sensation

Hiroshi YAMAMURA

Abstract

Cassirer identified that given sensory conditions have symbolic functions even if at a glance they seem to be unrelated to
other things. When this type of argument is applied to the phenomenon of the ganzfeld (entire field), it becomes apparent that
perceptions in the ganzfeld symbolize ‘the outside world in general’. Thus, perception has a symbolic function even for
undifferentiated visual experiences like the ganzfeld. However, intentional notice can be directed to more than physical
objects, which are symbolized by sensations, and it can even be directed at sensation itself. There is a graded transition that

exists between these two types of intentional notice. If the notice given to sensation increases, the notice given to physical

objects decreases in an inversely proportional manner. In this way, sensation itself can be considered to exist ‘outside’ of the
perceiver, similar to the existence of physical objects. The abovementioned circumstances are closely related to the spatiality

of a priori perceptual experiences.
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